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[:rorrr ''rla]' orre" (-hristiarr rvt'rrslrip has [rccrr baserl orr pre-('ht-is-
(iarr Jcrvish nrorlcls. All carly sortrccs rclctrirrg to carly ('ltrisliirrr
rrorsltip. both lhc lliblc arrtl o(hcr arrcicrrt tkrcrrrrrurls, rlirccll], or

irr<lircclll,irtdicatc lhat lact. [)trt. o['cotrrsc. lvc rvorrlrl rlrrile rratu-
rallv crpect ('ltristiarr uorsltip to bc basctl orr.lcrvislr rrrotlcls--
tlre lirst Chrisliorrs. irrclutlirrq .lcsrrs antl llis APos(lcs, wcr.c all
tlcrottl Jcrsl Ilrc-r,grcrv rrp uorslripirrrl irr tlrc li'rnplc (rvltclc llrc
sacrilices rvcre of lcrcrl) antl in tltc syllitg,()gucs ol'lslircl (rvlrcrtr
"scrr ices ol tlte rrord" rvclc cclctllntcrl).

ln the Nerv l-estanrent Scriptules thcrc are a[lrrnclarrt re ['ercrrccs to
Jcstrs participatirrg in .lcrvislr rvorslrip. \\ihcrr lrc rvas firr(v tla_ys

old l te rvas lorrrralll, prcscrrtbrl to I lis l;irthcr irr thc 'l errrrplc, in a

liturgical act oIrvorshi;t (ltrkc 2.22), antl rrrarry latrr vcrscs irr llrc
Ciospcls tell ol'llis participati()n as an atltrlt irr synagoguc wor-
slrip. "as rvas llis custorn." (c.g. lnke l;16) 'l'he l.ast Suppor it-
sellrvas a l)assovcr Setler (sr,c, tllottltat )6. 18, l,rrlia 22), a.lew-
islr litrrrgical rite. l he r\cts nnd the [:lpistlcs irrtlicalc that tlrc
r\postlcs continucd to rvorship irr tltc'l'ctrrplc and irr lhc syrra-

rlotucs. Sirrrilicantly, irr Jarrres 2:2 thc {crrrr signi[yirrg a ('lrris-
tian place or assertrbll, lbr rvorslrip. irr Crcck is ",r'l,rrrrgogr.r,r, " syna-
rloerr e !

lll thc tirrc ol'.lcstrs, synagotuc rvorslri;r (origirrir(irrg aficr .5()7

l),('.. tlrr irtg thc llabylorriun l:xilc) lratl this starrrlirltl olrlct ol'scr.
r icc: I ) Scriplrrrc rcadirrus. 2) l)rcaclrirrg. 3) 'l lrc chnrrting o['
[)salrns. 4 ) []orrral l itrrrqical pra],crs cal letl "[]enetlict iorrs." atrd

5 ) ,\t tlrc cntl ol'tltc scrvicc. lhc "colrors" or rrralc .lcrvs ol'pricsllv
rlcsccnt rccited Aarorr's lllessirrg ( l*'rrtrrlx'r,t 6; 26).

'l he t-vpical s),nagogue buildirrg lvas an oput hall, rvith rro scats

for the slarrding congreuation. At orre end (lacirrg Jerusalcrn il
possible) there rvas a lorv lllatforrrr called lhe bettttr, a sort of stagc.
r\t tlre [rack oltlre /rt,lrrr, in thc cctrlcr aulirrst tltc,,vall, (lrcrc rvas

tllc scat c; l- tlrc rul irrr cklcr'. rvitlr scirts ()n citlrcr sitlc o f' lr i rrr lirl lr is

council of eldcrs. In the ntiddle of thc berra was a tat)lc ulx)n
rtlriclr sat both the nrernrult (the severr-[rranclrerl larrrp starrrl) arrd

the ar',t. a n'ell-rnade cabirret irr ivhich the scrolls ol'the Scrilr-
Irrrcs. aficr lrcirrg carricd irr procession lrclirre tlrc rcatlilrgs, lvgc
stor cd u itlr rtrcilt tc\/crcncc.

Is Orthoclox Worshill lliblical?
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'l lrc carliesl ccrtain orrllilre ol tlrc ordcr o['rvorship ilr lhe earlr
('lrtrrclr is irr Sl..luslin llrc lrlirrlt,r''s l;ir.st .lltrtlrrcr, rlrillor arotrrrtl

1.1() A.l).(('olossians.l:l(r l7.rvr illcrr s()ntc80 1'clrscarlicr,r.rrirl
rvcll rcllccl tlre satrtcr otrlcr oI rvorsltilr.) \\rriling lor rrorr-('ltris-
tiarrs, St. .ltrstirr givcs orrly tlrc birlcst tlcscriptiorr ol'thc ('lrristiarr
rvorslrip scrvicc. 'l hc scrvicc oltlcr lrc rccortls is I ) Scriptrrrc reatl-
ings.2) l'reirclrirrg. rrrrrl 3) l'rir-lcrs. ( lcrrrl1,. this is ir ('hlislirrn
sy'nirg()l-1uc scrvicc! lltrl rrnlikc llrc Jeu'islr scrt,icrr, (lris ( lrrislilut
l.ilrrr.gy lrirs irs ils Iirrrrl prrrl, .l) I lrc l:rrclrrlistic ('clchr'ation:
"...lllcarl is [lrortqlrl lirlrv:rrtl irlrrrru rvilh rvirrc arrtl rvalcr, arrrl lhc
prcsirlirrr lrrcsbltcr qivcs tlranks to thc lrcs{ ol'his atrilitl, arrd the

;rcople callorrt tlreir asscrrl, siryirrrl';1rrrcrr."ilrcrr llrcrc is the dis-
lrilrtrtion [o caclr alrtl llrc prtt (icipirlir ',i irr tlrc Iiuclrarislic clcrrrorts.
wlriclt also rttc scttt rvillr (lrc rlcir, ,rrs lo llrosc rr,ho arc ahsen(."

,l1tttlttgr /, 67 (.lrrrgcrrs tllrrslulirrrr.)
!

ls tlrcrc arry placc in tlrc tliblc rvlrcrc first ccnlrrry ('lrristiart rror-
slrip is rlcpictctl ? "Ycs." sa-\'s l'rcrrclt hiblical scholar Oscar
('ttllnrantt. an Irvirnr.lclic:al. lrr his classic liltlc *'ork. ltrrl.t'(-lrr.it-
tittrt llit',rhi1t. ltc cottcltttlcs (lrirt tlrc []ook o['Rcr.'e la{iorr corrlairrs

a rrurrrbcr ol rcl'erctrces to carlr, ( hl.istian litrrrgical prrrcticcs. cs-

pecially ilr clralrtcrs 4 arrd .5. I lrcrc lltc rror slrill of ltcaverr is re-
vcalc<l in tcrrns o['lirst-ccntrrry lilultical rvorship. St. Johrr thc
'l lrcologiirn (rvlro rvtolc lhc llook o['[{cvcltrlion) hirrls al this irr
llcvt'lirliorr l:10.'l hcrclrctrotcs."lrvusirrtlrcSpirit ontlrcl.rrrtl's
l)l-v..." Ortc rvotrtlcrs il'tlrcsc glirnpscs t,l'ircirvcrrly rrorship tlo
trol rcllccl itlsu tlrc vcty l,iltrrgl,on l)atur()s he had atterrtlcd thal
s:urrc l,onl's [);r_v so lorrt aqo! I lrc hcavcrrlY tcrrrplc irr l(cr.clatiorr
4 irrrrl .5 rcsctrrblcs llolh llrc .lcrvislr s] rriruogrrc arrrl lalcr chrrrchcs.
'l hc rvot slrip scrvicc rlcpic{ctl llrcr c irrcltrtlcs liltrr uiqul c()rul1(rliclrls

still. trnivcrsal irr tlrc ()r(lrorlo.r ('lrttrclr- a tlrtorrc. rvlritc-rotrctl
cldcrs (Gk.. l)t'e,\'h_t'tL't ,\) girthcrc(l arourrd the tluorre. sevcrr burn-
irrg larrps. proslratiorrs, irrccnsc. anrl rrtorc. []vcrr tltc lrr rrrrrs are

sitrtilirt to latcr' ()rllrotlox lrvrrlts. 'lltc /i'tl ol'lhis sclvicc is t,crr
Inttclt tltitl o[' rttotlcnr ( )r'llrotkrx rvorship. rvlrich is largcll rrrr-

cltangcrl sirrcc tlrc.l(X)s. Arrrl llrc clrarrucs trrltlc irr tlrc.l00s rrerc
ttot [rasic altera(ions, but rirthcr cmhalli.thrrrarrl,r'rnarle possible h1

lhc (llrurch's lcgal izatiorr h1' thc I rrirpcr\)r' Constalll ilre. ltt everl,
rvay - oliuirr. corrtert{. st1'le. /ct,/ -the lestirrronl'olhistorl is that
rrrost dcfirritcly ycs. ()r'lhotlox u,orship is tlrorouglrly hib,lical. r


